About ARIMA BORN:

Was the Arima Mission an “Indian Mission”? For what purposes, and in whose
interests, was the Arima Mission established? How many Indigenous people lived in
the Arima Mission, and in Trinidad as a whole? Who counted them? How were they
counted, and why? Why did Arima come to be seen as a centre of Indigenous culture
in Trinidad? Exactly how did the Amerindians “vanish” from the Mission? What
“secrets” are revealed by the Baptismal Registers about the nature and impact of
the Christian “civilizing mission”?

These questions are answered in this book by using two sets of documentary sources:
complete data from the Baptismal Registers of the Santa Rosa RC Church about
Indigenous and Mestizo persons in the Arima Mission and after (1820 to 1916),
reproduced in full in this book; and, newly available historical reports from the 1800s,
including the earliest report in print of a visit to the Arima Mission. This book provides
new estimates of both the Amerindian population of the Arima Mission and all of
Trinidad; revised, updated, and expanded census data for Trinidad’s Amerindian
population from the late 1700s to the mid-1800s is also provided, making it the most
comprehensive accounting thus far. Ethnohistorians will gain valuable insights and
detailed notes about using baptismal registers as sources of data. However, the larger
questions about the politics of counting a target population are addressed through a
critique of the four dominant myths concerning the Arima Mission.
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